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KALGOORLIE REGIONAL COMMUNICATIONS FORUM 
Statement by Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade) [9.07 am]: Last week I made 
the trip back to the bustling regional hub that is Kalgoorlie for the first time in both my capacity as Minister for 
State Development, Jobs and Trade and as Minister for Health, and let me tell you the place was buzzing! It was 
a true hive of activity. There is unprecedented demand for people, services and innovative ideas, and although this 
presents its own challenges, the people of Kalgoorlie are wide-eyed to the future ahead. 
Along with my parliamentary colleagues Ali Kent, MLA, and Hon Kyle McGinn, I attended a number of engagements 
that gave me a clearer view of the road ahead for Kalgoorlie, including a visit to Lynas Rare Earths’ lot 500 site 
to see the progress it is making on its world-leading rare earths processing facility; a tour of the WA School of Mines 
to see how it is adapting its curriculum to WA’s new industries in battery technology, green steel and mineral 
processing; and a roundtable with the Bega Garnbirringu Health Service and WA Country Health Service officials 
to hear about the challenges faced by Indigenous people in regional and remote areas, particularly in relation to 
the vaccination rollout, and how we can encourage further uptake. 
However, primarily I had the chance to attend and co-open the Kalgoorlie Regional Communications Forum, 
one in a series of events that ensures regional businesses are fully prepared to compete for available government 
contracts worth an estimated $30 billion a year. It also updated businesses on important policies, including the 
Western Australian industry participation strategy to ensure local WA businesses are best positioned for a greater 
share of government spending. WAIPS is a key strategy of our government to create more opportunities for local 
businesses and has supported more than 43 000 jobs since it was implemented in October 2018. More than 50 local 
business owners or representatives attended the forum, which was well received and reinforces our commitment 
to regional Western Australia. I thank the Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation, the Department 
of Finance and the Department of Training and Workforce Development, and say a big thank you particularly to 
the Goldfields–Esperance Development Commission, the Kalgoorlie–Boulder Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
and the Chamber of Minerals and Energy for their insight and expertise. I also place on the record my thanks to 
the member for Kalgoorlie for hosting us. I look forward to returning soon to see more great progress in Kalgoorlie. 
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